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11TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

What is the Kingdom of God like? (Mk 4:26-34)



Sign of the Cross
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord is here, present among us.
We are gathered with the whole Church
in this moment of prayer.

Preparing to hear the Word
Lord Jesus, 
create in us silence so that we may listen to your 
voice in Creation and in the Scriptures, 
in events and in people, above all in the poor and 
suffering. 

May your word guide us so that we may experience 
the power of your resurrection and witness to 
others that you are alive in our midst as source of 
fraternity, justice, and peace. Amen.

Scripture Reading (Mark 4:26-34)

Jesus said to the crowd, ‘This is what the kingdom of 
God is like. A man throws seed on the land. Night and 
day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is 
sprouting and growing; how, he does not know. Of its 
own accord the land produces first the shoot, then the 
ear, then the full grain in the ear. And when the crop is 
ready, he loses no time; he starts to reap because the 
harvest has come.’

He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of God 
is like? What parable can we find for it? It is like a 
mustard seed which at the time of its sowing in the 
soil is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet once it 
is sown it grows into the biggest shrub of them all and 
puts out big branches so that the birds of the air can 
shelter in its shade.’

Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to 
them, so far as they were capable of understanding it. 
He would not speak to them except in parables, but he 
explained everything to his disciples when they were 
alone.

Reflection - What is the Kingdom of God like?

Parables are meant to leave the hearers wondering. 
They are not straight-forward answers to questions.  
They are food for thought.

In the Gospels Jesus is rarely concerned about facts 
and figures, dates and times. By using parables Jesus 
is trying to engage his listeners at a deeper level. He 
wants his teaching to seize their hearts. He wants 
them to discover the truth of what he is saying for 
themselves. It is part of the business of conversion - 
coming to see with new eyes.

It is wonderful to see Jesus, again and again, looking 
at life and at what’s happening around him, for things 
and images that might help the people to detect and 
to experience the presence of the Kingdom. 

In Mark’s Gospel the Kingdom is not something yet 
to come, it is a present reality. It is the presence and 
action (reign) of God among his people. That may not 
always been readily seen, but it is there none the less. 
It may seem to have humble beginnings (like the small 
seed in the second parable), but the experience of it 
grows into something all-consuming.

The story of the seed that grows all on its own
The farmer who plants the seed knows the process: 
first the seed, then the green shoot, the leaf, the ear 
and the grain. The farmer knows how to wait and 
will not cut the stalk before it is time, but he does 
not know from where the power comes for the soil, 
the rain, the sun and the seed to make a seed turn 
into fruit. That’s what the Kingdom of God is like. It’s 
a process. There are stages and points of growth. It 
takes time and happens in time. The fruit comes at the 
right time but no one can explain its mysterious power.
 
The story of the tiny mustard seed that turns into 
something very big
The mustard seed is small, but it grows, to the 
point where the birds can make their nests in its 
branches. That’s what the Kingdom is like. It begins 
as something very small, it grows and spreads its 
branches providing shelter and shade where new life 
grows. (From Lectio Divina, June 2021 - www.ocarm.org)
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Thinking about the Kingdom today sets a context 
for our continued listening to Mark’s Gospel and a 
reminder that God is at work in the world. 

Jesus’ proclamation of the Kingdom is central and 
fundamental – the work of uncovering the often-
hidden reign of God and returning humanity to God’s 
original plan for his family.

Prayers of Intercession
Like the life hidden within the seed, your life within us 
is mysterious and precious.
Reveal your dreams for us.

Bless all who have nurtured your life within us.
May our lives reveal beauty and goodness.

Bless all of our efforts to sow the seeds of vitality in 
our church.
Transform us and bring your kingdom to life 
through us.

Lord’s Prayer
Formed by the teaching and example of Jesus,
we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Closing Prayer
Loving God,
bless our hands to work in your service,
our feet to walk your path,
our hearts to follow your purpose,
and our spirits to dwell in you.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing
May the Lord bless us,
keep us from all evil,
and lead us to life everlasting.
Amen.
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This resource is presented by the Carmelites for use by individuals, families and small groups as a prayerful celebration of the 
Word of God to help prepare us to celebrate the Eucharist with our worshipping communities. We are conscious that Christ 
is present not only in the Blessed Sacrament but also in the Scriptures and in our hearts. We are also conscious of the many 
people who, for various reasons including sickness and infirmity, cannot physically attend the Eucharist. Even when we are on 
our own we remain part of the Body of Christ.

In the room you decide to use for this prayer you could have a lighted candle, a crucifix and the Bible. These symbols help keep 
us mindful of the sacredness of our time of prayer and can help us feel connected with our local worshipping communities.

This text is arranged with parts for a leader and for all to pray, but the leader’s parts can be shared among those present.

As you use this prayer know that the Carmelites will be remembering in our prayer all the members of our family.


